Canadian Biosimilar Resources

Explaining biosimilars

Information describing what biosimilars are, how they are approved in Canada, and what
diseases they treat, can be found in the following resources:
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Health Canada Biosimilars Fact Sheet
Canadian Biosimilars Forum
Canadian Digestive Health Foundation (CDHF): Biosimilar Library

Arthritis Society
Arthritis Consumer Experts (ACE): Biosim Exchange
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Canadian Biosimilar Transition Policies:

Multiple public and private insurance providers have implemented biosimilar transition policies
in Canada. Policy details and results from some of these policies are publicly available:

X3

S

British Columbia Biosimilars Initiative Policy and Data

British Columbia Biosimilars Initiative Health Services Utilization
Alberta Biosimilars Initiative Policy

Albert Biosimilars Initiative Data

New Brunswick Biosimilars Initiative Policy

Pacific Blue Cross Biosimilar Transition Policy

Green Shield Biosimilar Transition Policy
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Financial considerations of biosimilars on private drug plans:

Canadian private insurance providers have reported on the financial impact of their biosimilar
policies:

¢ Green Shield Biosimilar Transition Policy Saved $8,500 per Plan Member Annually

¢ Pacific Blue Cross Saved $22 Million for Plan Sponsors and Members with their
Biosimilar Transition Policy

¢ Equitable Life: Risk of Not Coordinating with Alberta Public Transition Policy

Patient Tools for Biosimilar Transition

Multiple Canadian resources exist to help patients and physicians discuss transitioning to a
biosimilar:
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Patient Journey when Transitioning to a Biosimilar Animated Video

ACE Biosimilars Transition Infographic

ACE Biosimilars Education Video: Transitioning to a Biosimilar

ACE Biosimilars Education Video: Helping Patients Manage the Transition
CDHF: Transition Pathway Brochure for IBD Patients

CDHF Video: Transitioning to a Biosimilar
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https://www.canada.ca/en/health-canada/services/drugs-health-products/biologics-radiopharmaceuticals-genetic-therapies/applications-submissions/guidance-documents/fact-sheet-biosimilars.html
https://www.canadianbiosimilarsforum.ca/aboutbiosimilars
https://cdhf.ca/digestive-disorders/crohns-disease/biosimilar-library/
https://arthritis.ca/treatment/medication/biologics-and-biosimilars/biosimilars/what-are-biosimilars
https://biosim.jointhealth.org/
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/health/practitioner-professional-resources/pharmacare/prescribers/biosimilars-initiative-prescribers
https://onlinelibrary-wiley-com.eu1.proxy.openathens.net/doi/epdf/10.1002/pds.5008
https://www.alberta.ca/biosimilar-drugs.aspx
https://www.centerforbiosimilars.com/view/alberta-sees-early-success-from-switching-patients-to-biosimilars
https://www2.gnb.ca/content/gnb/en/departments/health/MedicarePrescriptionDrugPlan/NBDrugPlan/biosimilars.html
https://virtualsymposium.cadth.ca/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/Poster_1895.pdf
https://www.benefitscanada.com/benefits/health-benefits/webinar-coverage-switching-to-biosimilars-can-generate-savings-say-early-adopters/
https://www.benefitscanada.com/benefits/health-benefits/webinar-coverage-switching-to-biosimilars-can-generate-savings-say-early-adopters/
https://virtualsymposium.cadth.ca/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/Poster_1895.pdf
https://virtualsymposium.cadth.ca/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/Poster_1895.pdf
https://advisor.equitable.ca/advisor/en/news/responding-to-alberta-s-biosimilar-initiative
https://youtu.be/_LOUkaFflL4
https://jointhealth.org/pdfs/BiosimilarsinCanada_Infographic_APRIL2021_En.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gRgwW2WftIA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Wr32YOtKPMs
https://cdhf.ca/digestive-disorders/crohns-disease/biosimilar-library/#1
https://cdhf.ca/digestive-disorders/crohns-disease/biosimilar-library/#2

